T he histories of the mendicant orders, including the Augustinian Hermits, cannot be understood without reference to papal documents. Francis of Assisi and Dominic of Osma, founders of the largest mendicant orders in the thirteenth century, sought approval  om the papacy. Pope Innocent III had the foresight to accept them.
founding new orders issued by the Fourth Lateran Council (1215) and the Second Council of Lyon (1274). Only four major orders, the Franciscans, Dominicans, Augustinians, and Carmelites, survived. 4 These orders documented papal approbation in their bullaria, recording the privileges granted to them. Papal documents might be granted to an order, province, congregation of observants, or specifi c convent, but those for an entire order were the most likely to be collected. 5 Each order eventually created comprehensive records in print. 6 Papal privileges for the  iars included exemptions  om episcopal control and permission for mendicants to exercise ministry. Resentment of these intrusions and internal fi ghts between mendicants and seculars at the University of Paris created a pamphlet war over the right order of the Church. Two critics of the  iars, William of Saint Amour and Jean de Pouilli, suff ered condemnation by the papacy. 7 Boniface VIII (1294-1303) attempted to regulate the pastoral conduct of the  iars. His bull Super cathedram, canceled by Benedict XI (1303-04) but renewed by Clement V (1305-14), entered canon law in the Clementine Constitutions (1317) as the canon Dudum a Bonifacio [Clem. ⒊ ⒎ 2], the point of reference for future disputes. The importance of this documentation is shown by the records of the Augustinian Hermits. They received documents addressed to the prior general, provincials, or individual houses. With the rise of observant  iars, o en at odds with conventuals, they too received papal letters. Many of the letters have been inventoried, 9 but some not previously found are noted below. The following study, based on manuscripts at the University of Pennsylvania, illustrates these types of documents, together with rescripts and vivae vocis oracula (an oral pronouncement by a pope) favoring the Augustinians. 10 These codices illustrate another phenomenon: authentication by local notaries. Notarization of documents was crucial in canon and Roman law. 11 In one case  om Lucca, a dossier of papal documents and other materials was created by the diocesan vicar with his notaries, who attested to the fi delity of the copies and the seals attached to individual bulls.
The older University of Pennsylvania manuscript is MS Codex 736, dating  om the reign of Sixtus IV (1471-84) in Rome. It 17 Part three, detailed below, is an extensive dossier of texts concerning the Augustinians of Lucca, beginning with another decorated page. The brief fourth part contains a letter of Gerardus Pigliotti, OP, 18 bishop of Spoleto 1290-95, favoring the sisters at Montefalco, followed by the letter Dudum vobis of Pope John XXII (1316-34) authorizing an inquiry into the miracles of Clare of Montefalco. The last part treats a dispute between the observants and conventuals, claiming the church and convent of San Niccolò in Tolentino. The church held the body of Nicholas, one of the order's saints, in an arca (monumental tomb) designed for pilgrimage. 19 The third through fi  h parts are continuous in writing and decoration, concluding with a notarial record dated to 1506 in the reign of Julius II (1503-13), noting the involvement of Antonius de Meliis in the Tolentino dispute. 20 The record of the fi ght over San Niccolò begins with a bull of Innocent VIII granting a request by the commune of Tolentino that the church be given to the Augustinian observants. Also included is a letter of Raphael Riario (cardinal 1477-1521), d'Estouteville's successor as cardinal protector, eǌ oining obedience to the papal command on the Lombard Congregation. A letter of Ambrogio Massari de Cori, prior general of the hermits, was intended to move this eff ort forward. The fi rst record of the controversy is a letter of Franciscus Villanova complaining that the observants were ejected by conventuals. It is followed by a letter of Julius II denouncing the expulsion and ordering the commune to restore possession to the observants. The remaining documents deal with eff orts to restore the observants, prohibiting support for the conventuals.
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The manuscript was located eventually at the Augustinian convent in Crema. The coherence of the decoration and script in parts three through fi ve suggests that these texts were copied into the manuscript in a single writing campaign. The most likely moving force behind the manuscript was the aforesaid Antonius de Meliis, who became vicar general of the observant congregation of Lombardy.
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The third and longest part of MS Codex 85 is copied  om a dossier compiled in 1506 in Lucca by command of Georgius Franciotus, vicar general of Cardinal Galleotto della Rovere, and notarized. 23 The documents, most of them papal letters, were copied entire with the notarizations of individual texts. The dossier includes the request of the commune in the time of Pius II (1458-64) that Sant Agostino, held by the conventuals, be turned over to the observants. In many cases, bulls are described down to the threads upon 21 
